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The Leamington Arts Centre (LAC) is a public, not -for-profit arts centre with a focus on 

exhibiting visual arts and developing arts and culture programming.

The LAC was established as the South Essex Arts Association in 1971 with the mandate to 

create, sustain and celebrate the arts. Over the years, the LAC has developed into a 

cultural pillar for uptown Leamington and a regional arts and culture destination. 

Supported by the Municipality of Leamington, donors and its members, LAC is a 10,000 

square foot facility comprising of four exhibition spaces, a market place artist market, 

café and wine bar, an art supply store, an education studio and meeting spaces.

The LAC is an award -winning organization known for its wide range of activities, and 

emphasis on community and local programming alongside ancillary events. The LAC 

presents a changing calendar of up to 40 diverse exhibitions each year and is home to 

the notable Henry collection and the LAC permanent collection, collectively comprising 

of over 600 Canadian, international, historical, and contemporary works of art.

Distinguished for offering a wide range of local programming, the LAC is committed to 

facilitating access and stimulating the appreciation and understanding for visual arts 

and relevant cultural topics.

Mill St. Market Patrons, August 2024

about the
LAC



MISSION STATEMENT
The South Essex Arts Association is dedicated to creating and 

sustaining a celebration of the human spirit through the nurturing 
of the arts within our community.

VALUES & VISION STATEMENT
The South Essex Arts Association, in partnership with the various art 
mediums and other disciplines within the arts culture, promotes, 

fosters and stimulates the appreciation of the arts. Through artistic 

events and exhibitions with a special focus on the work of local 
artisans, SEAA assists in preserving all forms of art within the 

community.
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Message from the Chair

Michael Mastronardi

As Chair of the Board of Directors of the South Essex Arts Association/Leamington Arts 

Center (LAC), for the past year, I am very pleased, honoured and humbled to be 

including with my òMessage from the Chairó in this 2023 Edition of the Annual Report.

 

The year 2023 saw LAC experience the 2nd full year of a return to normalcy after the 

pandemic.  While it was extremely invigorating and exciting in providing a full slate of 

cultural events, exhibits, educational and recreational art classes and activities, our 

dedicated staff, board members and volunteers worked tirelessly in doing so and 

there were numerous challenges.  Having said that however, we know it was so worth 

it by the compliments and support received from the community near and far and 

from the enjoyment that was evident by all who attended and participated in events 

and took in the exhibits all year long.  Afterall, who couldnõt wear a smile on their face 

and express their feelings through conversation, laughter, food and song while 

attending our showcase events ð the annual Mill Street Markets and Art at the Marina. 

Of course, at the heart of all the excitement, are the artists, crafts people and vendors 

who make this all possible along with the ongoing support of the Town of Leamington 

Council and Administration and the dedication and knowledge of our Director, Chad 

Riley.   

And our ongoing collaboration and partnership with the Leamington Bank Theatre, is 

very unique, special and successful in combining and providing two different aspects 

of the Arts Culture.     

Lastly our very successful Art Supplies Store within the LAC, is very, very much 

appreciated and utilized by many artists in Windsor/Essex, Chatham/Kent and 

beyond.  A valuable resource and shining gem!

As we, along with the entire community celebrate Leamingtonõs 150th Anniversary 

Year in 2024, the future is indeed very bright for the Arts Community and Culture in 

South Essex!  

Thank You,

Michael Mastronardi

Chair
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In 2022 the LAC received a sizeable one -time Tourism Recovery Grant which 

contributed to a major leap in revenue. The funds were used in entirety to develop post -

pandemic strategic recovery plans with the support of capital funding for the 

development of programs.

In 2023 the LAC delivered in strides due to the investment in programs as well as the 

strategic planning delivering results.  Increases from 2022 to 2023 were seen across 

almost the entire board of activities - events, education programs, public support 

(memberships, sponsorships and donations), the market place, the art supply shop, 

exhibition sales and space rentals.

The revenue is necessary to sustain and progress, and it is essential to note that the 

increases seen were due to increased participation in the programs and the support of 

the community. A key strategic goal - programs supporting programs and the 

development of new programs.

While expenses still outweighed the revenue generating a negative net for 2023 it 

should be noted that inflation and the cost of doing business have dramatically 

increased. In times like this financial priorities and responsibilities must be more carefully 

monitored. Moving forward for 2024 increasing revenue to stay ahead of inflation and 

fixed costs will be vital. Prioritizing to secure ònew moneyó and adding new steams of 

revenue to organization while focusing on those areas that deliver results and high 

community interest.

Exhibitions, Displays & Events

The season delivered 28 exhibition and displays, which is one more than the previous 

year and on par with a typical season.

The 25th annual Juried Student Art Show  was the largest exhibition of the year with 456 

works by 132 students from 10 Secondary Schools across Essex -County. This exhibit 

continues to thrive due to the interest of students and teachers along with the 

sponsorship of the Rotary Club of Leamington and the Kiwanis Club granting $2,000 in 

cash prizes and free entry for all students.

The 6th annual WFCU Painting Competition + Exhibit  also saw an increased response 

with 86 works from artists, in 14 different cities and towns from across the region. Local 

artists were supported with $1,200 in prize money by the sponsor, the WFCU Credit Union.

A notable exhibition was Mexico Through the Lenses: From Archaeology to Abstraction  

by the Consulate of Mexico featuring works by Ávaro  Alejandro López and the Colossal 

Heads from the Gulf of Mexico from the National Institute of Anthropology and History.

Message from the Director/Curator 

Chad Riley
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Another significant highlight of the year was Arts @ the Marina , the 29th annual arts and 

crafts show saw a tremendous 40% increase in the number of vendors making it the 

biggest event in its history. This event being identified in strategic planning as priority 

interest was revitalized though layout changes and adding a new lower fee section 

which attributed to the increase in vendors and revenue. The weather did not 

cooperate for either of this 2 -day event. Profits from visitor admission by donation were 

down and some vendors left due to inclimate  weather, however for those who 

remained and for those visitors who attended, it proved to be shinning community 

event.

With the support of the Municipality of Leamington, the Uptown Leamington BIA, and in 

partnership with the Bank Theatre, the LAC once again was host of the popular Mill St. 

Markets . In 2022 the LAC delivered 2 markets. Identifying these events as a major 

community interest and municipal significance, additional funding was used to invest in 

necessary equipment and technologies while also delivery 3 markets in 2023.

Spring 2023 the LAC delivered Bright Spots with support of a Windsor Endowment for the 

Arts grant, the Uptown Leamington BIA, the Municipality of Leamington and our friends 

at Speedprint . Bright Spots  is a public art project that creates òbright spotsó in 

Leamington bringing artwork from the gallery walls to the streets and sidewalks. Six (6) 

locations were featured, and artwork was selected from the LAC and Municipalityõs 

collections.

Smaller community and public arts projects included the Mini Mural  on the Mill St. side of 

the LAC by local artist Sarah Robbins; and the Famous Faces  photo -op board cuts outs 

designed and fabricated by local artist Dave Creed.

Grants, Fundraising & Public Support

The Municipality of Leamington continues to support the LAC with a Community Partner 

grant equating to 19% of the LAC revenue in 2023, in addition to the use of the facility 

and a municipally managed budget for repairs.

Additional grants included approximately $5,000 from Canada Summer Jobs, the final 

installment of $10,000 from the 2022 Tourism Recovery Grant along project funding from 

the Uptown Leamington BIA, 50/50 lotteries and a CRAVE Family Grill & Pub fundraisers. 

In total $75,000 in grants were received in 2023.

By way of generous public support membership was strong generating almost $7,000 in 

revenue. Visitor admission also generated an additional $2,600 and general sponsorship 

and donations earned another $29,000. A list of our community supporters, partners and 

sponsors can be found in the annual report. Through the generosity of these individuals 

and corporations, the LAC continues to remain relevant and meaningful as a 

community resource for residents and tourists.

The SEAA/LAC volunteer Board of Directors remains at the core of our volunteer base, 

dedicating not only time and energy, but expertise and skills which help guide and 

move the organization forward year after year. Dozens of event volunteers and regular 

docent and administrative assistant volunteers alike Sally LaPla as well as cooperative 

students continue to share and participate while encouraging and advocating for
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support of the arts and the LAC.

While the rise of inflation and employee need for higher wages resulted in staffing 

challenges, the LAC realized and increase in staff turnover again for 2023. Simply put, it 

is difficult for a not -for-profit charitable organization to offer competitive wages while still 

remaining an accessible community recourse and delivering programs for all.  

Continually hiring and training new staff also results in added expenses in comparison to 

wages vs. productivity of a trained and seasoned staff member. 

For this reason, each and every donation makes a difference and adds up more than 

ever in the absence of greater core funding. Identified in strategic recovery plans, 

moving forward securing increased core funding will be a priority.

Education & Learning

As the mission states, the SEAA/LAC strives to create, sustain and celebrate the arts 

through the nurturing of the human spirit. The education and public programs offered at 

the LAC are diverse and rich; they build self -confidence, identity, improve health and 

happiness and they also help to develop critical thinking and the ability to interpret the 

world around us. Since the pandemic, and onboarding Andrea Niven as our lead 

instructor, the LAC education programs have been continually evolving and 

expanding. 

A wide variety of programs for youth and adults were delivered in 2023, from acyclic 

painting, Sip Nõ Paint Nights, new Family Craft Nights, summer camps, artist talks and 

more. From a financial perspective, these programs also generated over $13,000 in 

revenue for the organization which help sustain all programs and services while fulfilling 

the organizationõs mandate.

Facility & Rentals

With the support of the Tourism Recovery grant, the new patio was completed and 

used at each of the Mill St. Markets  throughout the summer. Expanded plans for use are 

expected for the 2024 patio season.

In the fall, the visitor services reception desk and art supply shop saw improvements with 

a new open concept flow which increased floor space and allowed for a much -

improved public forward facing design.

The community meeting space continued to be rented regularly after -hours by 

community groups and the extra office space on the second floor was fully rented all 

year. New tenants Caldwell First Nation and the Uptown Leamington BIA were 

welcomed additions to the facility.

During the year, the LAC also continued to host private venue rentals for showers and 

other special events bringing in new patrons and new revenue to help off -set facility 

expenses.
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In Summary

Comparative to 2022 there were $55,000 less in revenue for 2023, however 2022 

included a special $100,000 one -time Tourism Relief Grant and there were no wage 

subsidy grants. Thus, from a general operations stance, it was a better year. And while 

nearly all operating expenses rose in 2023 after the pandemic with inflation which 

ultimately yielded a slight negative net, the LAC managed to close the gap extremely 

well. In addition, a CEBA loan of $40,000 was also repaid and the LAC is debt free with 

consistent GIC investment holdings.

While funds are vital to cover the facility, staffing and the cost of running an 

organization the size of the LAC, it is also essential to note the success of the programs. 

Over 10,000 attended the Mill St. Markets  and over 6,000 attended Arts @ the Marina ; 

gallery visitor audience was at a 4 -year high and the Art Supply Shop sales were also at 

an all -time high of almost $13,000.

The LAC once again had a fantastic year marked with growth and development due 

to the ongoing support of visitors, members, artists, sponsors, donors, and of course the 

continued leadership and support of the SEAA/LAC Board of Directors coupled with the 

expertise of our staff and volunteers. The LAC continues to thrive for the community due 

to the community.

It is for these reasons and many more that the LAC was again a finalist for the 7th year in 

a row as Best Art Gallery  in the Tourism Windsor -Essex Pelee  Islandõs Best of Windsor -Essex 

annual awards.

I am proud to continue to grow and serve as Director and Curator of this pillar arts and 

culture organization. It is my honour  to present the 2023 annual report.

Respectfully

Chad Riley, MFA

Director/Curator
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Mike Mastronardi  

VICE CHAIR

Jan Bateman

TREASURER 

Katherine Albuquerque

SECRETARY 

Jill Nicholson 

EX-OFFICIO

Tim Wilkinson

Mike Thibodeau, Past Chair

Scott Livingstone

Andrea Niven

Todd Stahl

Arlene  Sinasac  (Jan -Oct)

DIRECTOR/CURATOR

Chad Riley

VISITOR SERVICES + PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Sharon Suitor (Jan -Oct)

PROGRAM + DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

Abigail Thiessen (Oct 2023 -present)

VISITOR SERVICES + GALLERY ATTENDANT  

Kendra Schmidt (Jan -Mar)

Julia Sanders (April - May)

Keisha Foldesi (May)

Mia Corlett (May - Oct)

Allison Ware (Dec 2023 -present)

ARTS @ THE MARINA VOLUNTEERS, July 2024
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The LAC is a member of Volunteer Canada and has adopted their code and we are 

committed to demonstrating our value in volunteerism. 

Who can volunteer? Everyone! Volunteers at the LAC are as diverse as the art we 

display and there are many unique opportunities to fit your interests and time. 

Knowledge of art is not necessary, just an appreciation for art and the enthusiasm to 

share it with others. 

Docent + Administrative Assistant

The Docent + Administrative Assistant will welcome and engage patrons and help 

them connect with the art and have a memorable visit; inform patrons of current 

exhibits, upcoming events, classes and LAC activities of interest; conduct tours of the 

gallery for groups and schools and utilize techniques of dialogue and inquiry. The 

docent encourages patrons to participate, ask questions and become informed an 

enthused about the LAC, its exhibits and activities.  As Administrative Assistants, will 

help with administrative and office duties, fundraising and marketing campaigns, 

mailings, data entry and record keeping; other clerical work such as answering the 

phone and directing class and inquiries, taking messages and other basic office 

related tasks.

Facilities & Events Assistant

The Facility + Events Assistant will assist with preparation, coordinating and set up of 

programs and activities at the LAC, such as exhibit installation and de -installation, 

artist receptions, LAC private rental events and LAC art classes; assist with facility 

maintenance. 

A special thank you to our regular weekly volunteer, Sally LePla, for her ongoing 

dedication and support. 

Volunteer Program
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Katherine Albuquerque
Genesis Amaya Chavez
Paul Bateman
Jan Bateman
Deymachah Brown
Everina Byamungu
Karson DeGoey
Dennis Edmondson
Laarni Gahid
Chadeyn Girard
Autumn Haynes
Gerry Hucko
Aline Khoury

Farsai Laojoom
Scott Livingstone
Mike Mastronardi
Steven Mendoza
Kate Morales
Jill Nicholson
Andrea Niven
Yoorim Ra
Jessie Riley
Diane Riley
Ella Riley
Noah Riley
Todd Stahl

Sherry Stahl
Mike Thibodeau
Patricia Vance
Bob Vance
Tim Wilkinson
Max Wilkinson
Elise Wilkinson
Max Wilkinson
Laura Wilkinson
Jovan Wilson
Taylor Youssef
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Each year for the past several years the LAC has been successful at obtaining funding 

through the Canada Summer Jobs  Program for employees under the age of 30. Job 

placements typically range 6 -12 weeks, in 2023 the LAC was successful in receiving 

funding for one additional staff for 10 weeks. This extra staff allowed the gallery visitor 

hours to increase by 8 additional hours per week with the gallery being open on Sundays 

for the months of July and August during peek tourism season. 

Visitor  Services  & Gallery  Attendant  (VSGA) :  Mia  Corlett

The Visitor Services & Gallery Attendant (VSGA) is entrusted with effective customer 

service and cheerful reception at the gallery as well as facility appearances and 

cleanliness. The VSGA accurately performs, point of sales, clerical duties and as a 

docent disseminates information in person and online to promote exhibitions, events, 

programs and services offered at the LAC. The VSGA is a professional, warm, friendly 

and informative personality that enhances the visitor and patron experiences.

Visitors Enjoy the Stomping Grounds LAC Annual Juried 
Exhibition, July 2023

CANADA 
summer jobs



The South Essex Arts Association/ Leamington Arts 

Centre seeks donations from individuals as members 

and donors to support vital programing such as 

exhibitions, events and education programs. 

There were 127 members in 2023, listed are those who 

wished to be acknowledged:
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HONORARY 
Marg Ross

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Dr. and Mrs. Kelley
George Alles 
Harold Burton 
Harry Enns 
Ken Friesen 
Pat OõHeron 
Penny Belluz
Phyllis Nelson 
Walter McGregor
Joel Westlake

LEAMINGTON ARTS PASS
Tim Wilkinson
Andrea Niven
Charlotte Murray
Michael Mastronardi
Terri Cooper 

Membership Card, 2023

donors, 
sponsors, 
members & 
supporters

NOT FOR PROFIT/BUSINESS 
($50)
Leamington District Chamber 
of Commerce

FAMILY ($60)
Ed & Rose Marie Roach
Dr.Robert  and Jean Page
Eric Naylor
Renée Daudlin -Lacobelli

INDIVIDUAL ($35)
Wallie  Pizzuti
Aline Youssef Khoury
Ana -Maria Pop
Todd Stahl
Alice Welsh
Patti Wheeler
Wendy Parsons
Karen Murray
Lynda Moffat
Allison Mclister

Darlene Martens
Deb Marentette
Kelly Maclellan
Michaela Lucio
Scott Livingstone 
Christy Lister 
Sophie Hinch
Erin Hemphill
James Helmer 
Carolyn Hardy
Vera Graham
Maryelin  Enns
Dennis Edmondson
Ann Ducharme
Jonathan Brown
Michele Boyle
Tara Benson 
Donah  Beaulieu 
Jan Bateman 
Angelette  Kyle 
Abragan



The South Essex Arts Association/ Leamington Arts Centre 

seeks sponsorships from corporations and other 

organization in partnership to support vital programing 

such as exhibitions, events and education programs. The 

South Essex Arts Association wishes to acknowledge and 

recognize the generosity of new and renewing sponsors 

whose gifts were received in 2023. 
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Shooters Photography Club
South Essex Community Council 
Southpoint Publishing
Southpoint Sun
Speedprint  Ltd. 
St. Thomas of Villanova High School
TechSoup Canada 
Tecumseh Vista Academy
The Bank Theatre
Tourism Windsor Essex & Pelee  Island
UMEI Christian High School
University of Windsor . SoCA
Uptown Leamington BIA
Walkerville  Collegiate Institute
WFCU Credit Union
Windsor Endowment for the Arts
Windsor Essex Community Foundation
Windsorõs Country FM
WindsorEats

Albuquerque Accounting 
Aleksander Estate Winery
Art Windsor Essex
ArtBuild Ontario
Artcite  Inc. 
Arts Council Windsor & Region 
Caldwell First Nation
Cowlick Studios 
Crave Family Gill & Pub 
Dream BNB
École Secondaire  Catholique  LõEssor
Elite Security
Essex District High School
Essex Free Press
Festival Tents & Party Rentals
Framing by Anna
Friends of Point Pelee
Heinz Jordan
Honey Family Foundation
International Society of Appraisers 
Kingsville District High School 
Kiwanis Club of Leamington
KLB Consulting

Leamington District Chamber of 
Commerce 
Leamington District Secondary School
Leamington Half Century Club
Leamington Lions Club 
Libro Credit Union 
Lore Computers 
M&M Food Market
MC Business Solutions 
Mix 96.7
Mucci  Farms
Municipality of Leamington
North Star High School
Ontario Arts Council 
Ontario Association of Art Galleries 
Photography & Framing by Anna
Riverside Secondary School
Rotary Club of Leamington
Royal Bank of Canada 
Sandwich Secondary School
Sarah M Robins Murals &
Graphic Design 
Security One

Artist Dave Creed with Famous Faces Cut Out Boards  
Party funded with the support of the Uptown Leamington BIA

CORPERATE 
sponsors / 
partners



Exhibitions

The LAC is a state -of -the -art gallery which offers three exhibition spaces with over 300 

linear feet of continuous wall space and 3000sq/ft of floor space a gift shop, art classes, 

workshops and meeting spaces. The LAC is one of the areaõs paramount places to view 

modern art with an emphasis on local and aspiring artists and artisans.

The LAC takes great pride in the exhibits we feature and the artists we select 

to showcase. Each season from January through December, the LAC offers up to 40 

different exhibits. Exhibitions typically change each month so there is always something 

new to see from solo artist exhibits, private and gallery collections, themed group 

exhibits, community clubs, school exhibits and more.

Admission to the LAC is $2 for adults, LAC Members, youth under 12, and support workers 

are FREE. Donations are always appreciated. And be sure to join us each month for the 

new exhibit opening receptions where you can meet the artists, view their works, meet 

new people, network and collaborate with other creative minds, and share in the 

enjoyment of the arts. Food and a variety of cocktails are also served from the Market 

Place bar and café.
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January 4 ð January 29
8x10: 2022 Amateur Photography Contest
The LAC is proud to present the 8 Ҏ10 amateur photography contest. This annual exhibit features nearly 100 
striking photographs in the categories of People & Faces, Places & Spaces, and Abstract & Enhanced.
Sponsored by: Speedprint  & Framing by Anna

January 31 ð February 26
U23: Membersõ Show + Sale
The annual members exhibit and sale celebrates the strength, vitality, creativity and wealth of talent found 
within the Leamington Arts Centre (LAC)/South Essex Arts Association (SEAA). Each year, the diverse and 
outstanding works by our members creates an exciting and engaging exhibition whereby artists are able to 
showcase, share and sell their work. The exhibition creates a platform for artists to network with peers to 
develop their skills and experiences and we thank all those contributing artists. Featuring Artists:
Barbara Alkemade, Jonathan Brown, Nancy Cassels, Maryelin  Enns, Vera Graham, Carolyn Hardy, Sophie 
Hinch , Helen Lavin, Scott Livingstone, Michaela Lucio, Allison McLister, Charlotte Murray, Karen Murray, Sherrie 
Piens, Diane Sullivan, Irina Teske

February 28 ð March 26
THE HENRY COLLECTION: Municipality of Leamington
The Henry Family travelled the world collecting art and artefacts from all around the world and as far away as 
East Asia. The collection includes oil paintings from across Canada and the United States, porcelain figurines 
from China, jade and silver sculptures and reliefs, plus much, much more.
This prominent collection was gifted to the Municipality of Leamington and is currently in care and possession 
of the Leamington Arts Centre/ South Essex Arts Association.
Regularly select works form the collection are brought into the gallery space for public viewing. Works selected 
for this exhibit primarily include two -dimensional works in the medium of oil, acrylic and watercolour, and a 
number of them by well -known Canadian and American painters.
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U23: Membersõ Show + Sale, February 2023 

2023 
exhibitions: 
SOUTHPOINT 
SUN gallery



March 29 ð April 23 
JURIED STUDENT ART SHOW: 25th Annual 
Generously sponsored by the Rotary Club of Leamington and the Kiwanis Club, the Leamington Arts Centre (LAC) 
presents the 2023 25th Annual Juried Student Art Show.
This exhibition features over 400 works (yes, 400!) of the regionõs best artworks by Essex County Secondary Students 
in the categories of Painting, Drawing, 3D/Sculpture, Photography, Video/Film, Mixed Media, and New Media 
Art. Winners will take home over $2000 in cash prizes including a Future Artist Award and a Peopleõs Choice 
Award. 

April 25 -  May 28
Jim Hunt: The Way I See Things 
It was approximately 3 -4 years ago when my wife challenged me to start painting again, as a means to keep my 
brain active after a diagnosis of Parkinsonõs Disease. This rekindled my love for all things art. After a long hiatus, I 
took the challenge and started experimenting with paint and canvas. This enabled me to participate in gallery 
shows, sponsored by the Leamington Arts Centre. I have enjoyed this very much and have been creating 
paintings to share with family and friends. This has opened many new doors where I have been able to express 
myself in many areas of abstract art using different mixed media. It has truly been a joy for me to have this 
opportunity. I feel that I have found my direction and style and I am excited to see where the brushes and paint 
take me. I am thankful to family and friends and LAC curator Chad Riley and staff for all the enthusiasm they 
have shown with regard to my work.

May 30 ð June 25
THESIS: University of Windsor MFA Exhibition
Thesis is an exhibition presented by the 2023 graduating students at the University of Windsorõs Master of Fine Arts 
Program, Nathalie Dubois Calero, Lyndsay McKay and Steve Rose. The installation is the culmination of two years 
of intense studio practice, academic research, a supporting thesis document, and a final solo exhibition at the 
School of Creative Arts in Windsor, Ontario.

June 27 ð July 23
STOMPLING GROUND: LAC Reginal Annual Juried Exhibit
Stomping Grounds, guest curated by Michaela Lucio, is a cross -region and cross-selection exhibition of juried 
works. Theexhibitionõs focus is to bring together a broad anddiverse collection and new scope of 
efficacious works to the Leamington Arts Centre.    
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2023 
exhibitions: 
SOUTHPOINT 
SUN gallery

25th  Annual Juried Student Art Show , April 2023 
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June 27 ð July 23
ED ROACH: Wall Candy 
Ed Roach is one of Essex Countyõs award winning artists. His vast career as graphic designer and brand 
consultant transitioned to becoming a full time artist and teacher. His large format watercolour  paintings are 
a technique he developed travelling around Nevada in 2008. The watercolour  technique of dripping and 
splattering is typical of his style. He prides himself on painting a range of subjects. He recently developed an 
abstract style that he is displaying in this exhibit; the style is influenced by the master, Joan Miro. 
But his love of watercolour  is apparent in his style and variety of work as depicted in his current exhibit at 
LAC.  

August 22 ð September 17
WFCU CREDIT UNION: Painting Competition
The WFCU Credit Union Painting Competition + Exhibit is an incredible opportunity for emerging, mid -career 
and established artists to present their most accomplished works at the LAC for a chance to win cash prizes. 
The exhibitõs focus is to highlight and celebrate the arts in our region and to offer financial support and an 
audience for artists.  $1000 in cash prizes will be awarded!
Sponsored by: WFCU Credit Union

September 19 ð October 15 
BRYAN HALLS: In Prayer 
For twenty years I had created in the same style. That of canvas painted black and the image painted in 
thin white lines, and mainly creating a story of Christian subject matter. Two years ago, I started to do 
something different out of the boredom of doing the same thing over and over again. That was to change it 
up a little bit with a black painted background but instead of the thin white lines creating the subject matter 
fields of white would now be painted to create the image.

With this I thought of what I wanted to paint and I thought that I would venture into creating images of 
people in communication with God, that being in different forms of prayer. Not always is a person in prayer 
on their knees with folded hands to their head, instead I started creating images of peopleõs faces in 
different forms of distress, confusion, and bliss.  These faces would all come together to create this body of 
work. This body of work is new to me and I feel is a refreshing change to my creative output and am excited 
to bring them out of my studio and show them to the public. I think they are part of an evolution of my work 
that is helping me grow as an artist and am excited to see were this will take me in the future.

2023 
exhibitions: 
SOUTHPOINT 
sun gallery

Ed Roach: Wall Candy , August 2023 



October 17 ð November 11
SEAA/LAC: Far Out Show
This exhibitionõs focus is to highlight and showcase those offbeat, avant-garde, radical and/or extreme works of 
art that make us all think outside the box and push the limits of expressionism in contemporary art. 
Featuring: 
Mayas Abdul Sattar, Noor Abdul Sattar, Barbara Alkemade, Daniel Bernyk, Jonathan Leopold, Maxwell Johnson, 
Andrea Niven, Mike Ondrovcik , Renata Pattia , Anita Pistor, Chad Riley, Julie Sando, Sarah Smitherman, Irina Teske

November 15 ð December 23
SEAA/LAC: A Signature Christmas Artist Market 
This annual arts and crafts show offers perfect unique custom created òsignatureó and beautiful gifts for everyone 
on your list! 
Come see a wide array presentation of pottery, woodworking, stained glass, acrylic, oil and watercolour  
paintings, soaps, candles, clothing and much more; handmade items to fit every budget from stocking stuffers to 
large scale works of art. Everyone is certain to enjoy shopping in this month -long òholiday shoppe.ó
Featuring: 
Vermeiren  Art (painting + glass art)
Naturally Infused (skin care + bath + body + essential oils)
Colleen Melody (acrylic painting)
Framing by Anna (wood items + pens + stained glass)
Whacky Woollies (clothes + fashion accessories)
Carolyn Hardy (surrealist art)
Jennifer Steele (crystal pendent necklaces)
Your Inner Rewilding (fine arts)
Permanent Pallets (recycled furniture + wall hangings)
Otters & Acorns (home goods + holiday decorations)
Kelsy & Co. (hair accessories + clothing + cups)
Dazzling Decor with Destinee (macramé) 
Berryline Candles (candles)
Alice Welsh Pawttery  (pottery)
* A Signature Christmas took place in both the South Point Sun Gallery and the Art Alive! Gallery. 
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SEAA/LAC: Far Out Show , November 2023 

2023 
exhibitions: 
SOUTHPOINT 
sun gallery



January 4 ð January 29
8x10: 2022 Amateur Photography Contest
*More info on page 16. 

February 1 ð February 26
FROM THE VAULT: Select Works from the LAC Collection 
The SEAA/LACõs collection  is of  great  pride  amongst  its staff,  members,  and  constituents . We take  seriously 
our mission to  enrich  culture  through  the  collection  and  preservation  of  art . Since its founding  in 1971, 
the SEAA/LAC has acquired  hundreds  of  works of  art,  collecting  in the  areas  of  Canadian  and  international  
historical  and  contemporary  art .

The collection  has been  built  both  through  donated  gifts  and  considered  purchases . Approximately  90% of  
Gallery  acquisitions  come  from private  donorsñoften  dedicated  collectors  looking  for  a  permanent  home  
for  their  works where  they  will be  appreciated,  cared  for, and  put  on  display  for  others  to  enjoy . It is because  
of  the  generosity  of  these  donors  that  the SEAA/LAC enjoys  the  position  it holds  as a  collecting  institution .
This exhibit  features  select  works acquired  primarily  throughout  the  years  with  a  focus  on  local  paintings .

February 28 ð March 26 
Spring Studio Clear Out 
Artists have cleared out their studios! 
Amazing CLEAR OUT DEALS on original and one of a kind works of art, donõt miss this once-a-year chance to 
purchase art at discount prices.

April 25 ð May 28 
DONALD WAFFLE: Art Alive !
Don Waffleõs strikingly realistic art brings people to life, in portraits and in their activities. These range from 
two cheery Chippewa dancers; to a party setting out on a winter sleighride; to a smiling lass pouring a glass 
from the Guinness tap at the Spitfire Arms Alehouse in Windsor, Nova Scotia.
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2023 
exhibitions: 
ART ALIVE! 
gallery Spring Studio Clear Out Show & Sale , March 2023 
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May 30 ð June 25 
SEAA/LAC: Graydon Dyck
George Graydon Dyck was born in Leamington on September 15, 1946 and died in Winnipeg, Manitoba on 
December 19, 2011. Graydon was an artist whose work was shown in Toronto, New York, Los Angeles and 
Winnipeg. He is best known for painting vintage cars and movie stars. Graydon's artistic skills were evident 
from a very young age and in 1967, he moved to Winnipeg to attend the School of Fine Art at the University 
of Manitoba. It was there that he met the love of his life Judith (nee Wolinsky). They explored many art 
scenes over the years, living in Toronto, New York, Los Angeles and Winnipeg. 

Over his 45-year career, he did thousands of paintings and created hundreds of car and figure movement 
sculptures. His paintings are in many private and public collections across Canada and the U.S. In 1984, he 
was commissioned to paint a mural of nudes and figure movements in the women's powder room of the 
famous Limelight Nightclub in New York. He was known for being a painter of Cars and Stars and had many 
a muse, namely 1940s American cars and a fine group of ladies, including Diana Ross, Marlene Dietrich, 
Marilyn Monroe, Tallulah Bankhead, Bette Davis, Greta Garbo and Joan Crawford. He also painted many 
others, including Martin Luther King, Jr., Winston Churchill and Golda Meir. Graydon loved music, especially 
Motown and saw many of the greats perform in Detroit and Chicago in his teenage years. 
This exhibition made possible through the generous gift of Bob Ceh .
 

June 27 ð July 23 
JAMES HELMER: The Island 
The Island is a project of contemporary photography. Photographed over two years, it offers an ambiguous 
look into Canada's most southern inhabited community.

James Helmer is a Canadian -born photographer with a background in photojournalism. His work explores 
contemporary landscapes and common themes that represent a connection with society. 

July 25 ð August 20 
VAL READ & SARAH TRUDELL: The Apple DoesnõtFall Far
Val  is known  mostly  for  her alcohol  inks but  also enjoys  working  with  oils, acrylics  and  watercolour . Her pieces  
vary  from surreal  to  realism,  with  colour  always  at  the  foremost  of  her paintings . Sarah, her daughter  is very  
knowledgeable  in everything  art  related . Her preference  is pencil,  pen  & ink and  oils, with  a  youthful  take  on  
subject  matter . òThe apple  doesnõt fall  faró is a  show of  an  artsy daughter,  like her mother  both  displaying  
various  styles and  mediums . A variety  that  has a little  something  for  everyone .

2023 
exhibitions: 
ART ALIVE! 
gallery Graydon Dyck, June 2023 
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August 22 ð September 17
WFCU CREDIT UNION: Painting Competition
*More information on page 21. 

September 19 ð October 15
MEXICAN CONSULATE OF LEAMINGTON: Mexico Throughout the Lenses
1.- òDe natura librisó / by ćlvaro Alejandro L·pez              

2.- òClassics, Versions and Digressionsó /by ćlvaro Alejandro L·pez                                                             

3.- Colossal Heads from the Gulf of Mexico / National Institute of Anthropology and History

October 17 ð November 11 .                                                                                                                   
KACIE AUFFRET: Mystical Creatures 

Mystical Creatures is an art exhibition that was created around the ideas of connection, spirituality and 
wildlife. The artist Kacie Auffret  is interested in the idea of deepening your connections spiritually through the 
animal world. Through the nine abstract paintings of African wildlife she explores these ideas by creating each 
animal through intuition. The animals in these paintings are connected not only through African origin, but also 
through the dots and abstract symbols that Kacie adds to her work. These animals invite you to take a 
moment of your time and share your energy with theirs. 

2023 
exhibitions: 
ART ALIVE! 
gallery Mexican Consulate of Leamington: Mexico Throughout the 

Lenses, September 2023 



Community Gallery & 

Meeting Space
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As a meeting space, the LAC is proud to 

provide a gathering place for special events 

and programs. This space is available to 

individuals, businesses, community groups and 

organizations for private social events, 

educational and business events. 

The large community room is the perfect 

setting for educational programs, seminars, 

workshops, meetings and conferences. It 

comes equipped with a 100ó projector screen, 

tables, and seating for up to 50. The 

community room is available all hours any day 

of the week including weekends.

January 18 ð February 12
SEAA/LAC: Bid or Buy Now from the LAC 
Bid or Buy It Now is your chance to bring a piece of artwork from the LAC to your home.
From January 18 through February 12, the public will have the opportunity to bid on or directly buy at a set 
price, all artwork on display in this exhibit. 
The works include, but are not limited to, original acrylic, oil and watercolour  paintings as well as limited 
addition lithograph and giclée prints.

February 15 ð March 12
MATTIA LAPA: Figures
Mattia Lapa ( Barraco ) is a Leamington resident. She earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) degree from the 
University of Windsor in the early 1990õs.
This collection of work is representational of figure studies completed during her training at the University under 
the Mentorship of professors Adel Duck, Susan Gold, Tony Doctor and Joe DeAngelis, to name a few. These 
studies were then adapted to the large -scale oil on canvas and board paintings representing the sense of 
movement, vitality and beauty of the live models from which they were derived.
These works are part of the South Essex Arts Association/Leamington Arts Centre collection, donated by the 
artist in October 2014 for the purpose of preservation and display.

March 15 ð April 9 
MIKE MASTRONARDI: The Passionate Journey So Far 
Michael Mastronardi , originally from Leamington, is a passionate Amateur Photographer (Image Maker).  The 
beginnings of which passion go back to his grade school days, having belonged to a camera club and 
developing and printing black and white film in the school janitorõs closet, converted into a makeshift 
darkroom at the end of the school day. The subject matter of his photos is quite varied but tends more 
towards landscapes, rural pastoral scenes and night sky astrophotography, while gaining more interest in 
urban and street photography.

Mattia Lapa: Figures, February 2023

HONEY FAMILY 

FOUNDATION 
community 
gallery + meeting 

space
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April 12 ð May 7 
LEARN: LAC Education Program Exhibit
An exhibition celebrating the artwork created by Leamington Arts Centre Education Program students. This 
exhibit features the work of individuals who have been registered in any educational programming at the LAC 
from 2022 -2023, including both youth and adult programs. All artwork displayed has been produced in class.

May 10 ð July 9  
PAUL SHAUGHNESSY: Historical Art 
An exhibit of work by local artist Paul Shaughnessy and close friend R.D. Wilson. Works have been acquired by 
generous donation of daughter Andrea Shaughnessy.

Paul Shaughnessy was born October 20,1919, in Toronto, Ontario and first became interested in art in England 
while with the R.C.A.F. He observed and became friendly with Canadaõs official war-artists and joined them in 
sketching using dry -brush with India ink. Back in Canada, Shaughnessy was convinced by his old friend, artist 
R.D. Wilson, to take up painting buildings of historical and sentimental significance in Southwestern Ontario. He 
began painting old schools, churches, hotels, and halls that were intended to be demolished as a way to 
document the fast -disappearing buildings. His work has found its way into schools, government offices, private 
homes and now the collection of the LAC.

August 9 ð October 1 
SHARON SUITOR: By-the-Way
By-the -way : a  phrase  whose  origins meant  something  akin  to  òwhile going  along,  in the  course  of  oneõs walk  or 
journey .ó These are  my works created  òby-the -way .ó

Sharron Suitor: By-the -Way , August 2023 

HONEY FAMILY 

FOUNDATION 
community 
gallery + meeting 

space
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October 4 ð October 28 
BREAKING BARRIERS: Group Exhibit 
The Breaking Barriers exhibitionõs focus is to create an understanding of lived experiences. The exhibition 
seeks to highlight resilience and resourcefulness in coping with barriers. A barrier can be anything that one 
must overcome to reach a goal, even if the goal is simply to survive. Breaking Barriers is an exhibition for 
creative expression that empowers, builds awareness, and facilitates partnerships and collaborations. 

November 1 ð November 25
CAROLYN HARDY: Simply Surreal 
Inside all of us lives a Magician making the Moon Rise.
Can you surmise,
that the faces coming out of the woodwork 
stand beside
The Birth of Potential.
Jealous Eyes, Earthly Treasures,
and The Regrets of a Silly Raccoon.
Love brings you higher,
and it will bring you higher soon.
òSimply Surreal" is a collection of 23 of Artist Carolyn Hardy's original surrealist artwork. The artwork is meant to 
inspire and remind you of the magic of everyday life.

November 29 ð December 23
SHOOTERõS PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB: Memberõs Show & Sale
Have a passion for photography? Interested in being involved and gaining some knowledge and 
experience? See what the Shooters Club members have been up toé
Get inspired to pull out your old camera or fall in love with a beautiful landscape. The Annual Members Show 
& Sale will definitely have something to catch your eye!

Breaking Barriers: Group Exhibit , October 2023 

HONEY FAMILY 

FOUNDATION 
community 
gallery + meeting 

space



The Henry Collection: Historic Art & Artifacts

The Henry Collection, donated by the Henry Family, is a 

permanent collection of the Municipality of Leamington and is 

under the care of the Leamington Arts Centre. The Collection 

features various art and artifacts collected from all over the 

globe including works from far East Asia and North America. 

LAC Collection: Local and Culturally Significant Artwork

The SEAA/LAC's collection is of great pride amongst its staff, members, and 

constituents. We take seriously our mission to enrich culture through the collection and 

preservation of art. Since its founding in 1971, the SEAA/LAC has acquired hundreds of 

works of art, collecting in the areas of Canadian and international historical and 

contemporary art.

The collection has been built both through donated gifts and considered purchases. 

Approximately 90% of gallery acquisitions come from private donors ñoften dedicated 

collectors looking for a permanent home for their works where they will be 

appreciated, cared for, and put on display for others to enjoy. Artists also donate their 

work, such as Jeet  Aulakh's  Namo  Ek Yoge ; 2010 oil on canvas. It is because of the 

generosity of these donors that the SEAA/LAC enjoys the position it holds as a 

collecting institution.

View collections online at: leamingtonartscentre.com /collection
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The Henry Collection: Municipality of Leamington Exhibit, 
March 2023

Market Place Exhibitors

collections



New Acquisitions: LAC Collection
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Three paintings by John Keenan were generously donated by Douglas Bedard. 

John Keenan was born March 19, 1925 Owen Sound, ON and passed away at age 72 

of ALS, Windsor, ON 1997. Keenan worked in civil service in a post office and as a 

customs officer. He was largely self -taught as painter with no parents or family in the 

arts. Much of his work featured themes of isolation and loneliness. A Montreal curator 

said òheõs a painters painter and his paintings are for galleries, not homesó. Disturbing 

and unnerving, his paintings never òmatch carpetsó. Fear of woman was another 

prominent theme. 

Throughout his career, Keenanõs work was shown in approximatly  30 galleries in 

Canada & USA.  The Museum of Modern Arts, NY has purchased paintings, also 

exhibited his work.

Douglas Beddard  curated a final remembering exhibition at the Common Ground 

gallery (capital theatre) in Windsor, 1997 after his Keenanõs passing. Bedard was a co-

worker at Canada Customs  and u nderstood the introverted artist and appreciated his 

work. òHe was an artist, both a blessing and a curseó, Douglas Beddard .

The Funeral Procession

John Keenan

Gouache on Paper

Self Portrait

John Keenan

Gouache on Paper

Untitled

John Keenan

Oil on Board



New Acquisitions: LAC Collection
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Young Traditional 

Dancer

Donald Waffle

Watercolour  on Paper

Great Blue Heron

Donald Waffle

Acrylic on Canvas

Young Traditional 

Dancer

Donald Waffle

Watercolour  on Paper

Three works by Donald Waffle were generously donated to the LAC by his family.  

Waffleõs strikingly realistic art brings people to life, in portraits and in their activities. 

These range from two cheery Chippewa dancers; to a party setting out on a winter 

sleighride; to a smiling lass pouring a glass from the Guinness tap at the Spitfire Arms 

Alehouse in Windsor, Nova Scotia  

The Fishing Hole 

J. David Brown

Acrylic on Canvas

Untitled (Print 56/100)

Ken Danby

Lithograph in Colours

Two works were donated by Beverly Madden. 



LAC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
April 20
Come to our virtual AGM and learn about all the LAC accomplished in 2022 and 
get a peak at our plans for 2023 and beyond! Also enjoy networking and 
gathering with other supporters and arts enthusiasts.

MILL ST. MARKET
June 9
The Mill St. Market is specially curated to serve delectable street food and drinks 
while you shop for handcrafted ats and crafts lining the modern, reinvented, Mill 
Street in Leamington. 

ARTS @ THE MARINA
July 1-2
This 2-day event held Canada Day weekend at the scenic lakeside Leamington 
Municipal/ Rick Atkin Park features dozens of artisans on display, live music, 
childrenõs activities, food and refreshments. 

MILL ST. MARKET
August 18
The Mill St. Market is specially curated to serve delectable street food and drinks 
while you shop for handcrafted ats and crafts lining the modern, reinvented, Mill 
Street in Leamington. 

MILL ST. MARKET
September 15
The Mill St. Market is specially curated to serve delectable street food and drinks 
while you shop for handcrafted ats and crafts lining the modern, reinvented, Mill 
Street in Leamington. 

A SIGNATURE CHRISTMAS: Indoor artistsõ market
Nov 15 - Dec 23
LAC presents its annual indoor Christmas Arts & Crafts show. Exhibit and sell your 
work directly inside our beautiful galleries during this month long ògift shopó 
style exhibition with a warm Christmas setting. 
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April

2023 EVENTS
& programs

June

July

August

September

December

Annual General Meeting , April 2023 



Mill Street Market, June 17th 2022
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The Leamington Arts Centre (LAC), in partnership with the Municipality of Leamington, the 

Uptown Leamington BIA, and the Bank Theatre, is proud to present the Mill St. Market.

The Mill St. Market is specially curated to serve delectable street food and drinks while you 

shop for handcrafted arts and and crafts lining the modern, reinvented, Mill Street in 

Leamington. With live music, youõve never experienced a night market like this! Be a part 

of the Uptown Leamington Experience!

In 2023, the LAC facilitated the success of three Mill St. Markets. The Markets were held on 

June 9, August 18, and September 15 from 5 -10 pm. With three events instead of the 

regular two, 2023 marked a year of significant growth of Mill St. Markets in the community. 

Thank you to our sponsors and those who partnered with us to make Mill St. Markets 

successful. 

PARTNERS

Mill St. Market, June ð August, 2023

MILL ST.  
market
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2 Chicks Glass

Amazonite Crystals & Teeth 

Tastic

Armando's Pizza

Axoblue

Bag Frenzy

Bank Theatre

Bex Design Co.

Blackburn Radio

BlueFront Magnetics

Bradt's  Butcher Block

Brand Dead

Bronze Pigeon

Christine's Bake Shop

County of Essex

Crafty Camper

Crafty Candles

Crazy Chicken

Creations by KC

Cured Craft Brewing

Curl Up and Dye

D D Designs 2021

Danah  Grace Art

Red Bus Farm/John May

Rotary Club of Leamington

Rufina Design Store

S'more Forge

Scentsy

Sizzler's Snack Shack

Sonia's

Tagged It Paper Co.

Tasty Treats

The Littlest Pinecone

The Mighty Caesar

Tina's Bath & Body

Top Dog Brewing

True North Cannabis Co

Twisted Sistaz 

UMEI Christian High School

Uptown Leamington BIA

Urban Bites

WindsorEats

Zio Dom's Pizza

Mill St. Market, 2023

Mill St. Market, 2023

Mill St. Market, 2023

MILL ST.  
market:

vendors

Darlene Martens

Dazzling Décor with Destinee

Designs by Sav

Deysi's Bakery and Café Ltd.

East Beach Flower Farm

Engroovy  Laser

Fairy Wheat Creations

Garden of Lilith

Hinch  House Soap

IROSK

J.L Frost Photography

Janice Boldt

JENFRI HANDCRAFTED

Kelsy & co.

Kona Ice 

Lazy Lemon

Leamington Horticultural 

Society

Linda Hakr Realtor

Lorie's Glass House

M.E. Wellness Alternative

Makes Scents 

Otters & Acorns

Pretzel Central
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In 2023, the Leamington Arts Centre once again proudly presented its 29th annual Arts @ 

the Marina outdoor arts and crafts show. 

This two-day event held Canada Day weekend at the scenic lakeside Leamington 

Municipal Marina/Rick Atkin Park, featured a RECORD YEAR with over 90 artisans on 

display , live local music, childrenõs activities, food and refreshments. 

Thank you to the sponsors who helped make the event a success:

ARTS 
@ the 

MARINA
Arts @ the Marina, 2023


